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UN Launches follow-up Mission to USA on Nuclear Legacy in the Marshall Islands

United Nations Special Rapporteur Calin Georgescu will visit the United States of America from 25 to 27 April as a follow-up visit to his recent country mission* to the Republic of the Marshall Islands, to assess the impact on human rights of the nuclear tests conducted by the United States of America between 1946 and 1958.
“In Washington I will continue assessment of the efforts undertaken by the governments of the United States and the Marshall Islands to eliminate or mitigate the negative effects of the testing on the Marshallese,” said the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights obligations related to environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous substances and waste.

“I look forward to engaging further with the United States Government on finding effective, durable and sustainable solutions for the Marshall Islands,” he added. From 26 to 30 March 2012, Mr. Georgescu undertook the first ever visit to the Marshall Islands by an independent expert of the United Nations Human Rights Council.

During his three-day mission to the United States of America, the Special Rapporteur will hold meetings with several stakeholders, including government officials and civil society organizations. Based on information gathered during the visit, the Special Rapporteur will prepare a report containing his conclusions and recommendations and present it to the Human Rights Council in September 2012.
ENDS
(*) Nuclear legacy in the Marshall Islands: “Nomads in their own country” (30 March 2010):http://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=12025&LangID=E
Calin Georgescu, the Executive Director of the National Centre for Sustainable Development in Bucharest (Romania), was appointed Special Rapporteur in 2011 by the Human Rights Council. As Special Rapporteur, he is independent from any government or organization and serves in his individual capacity. Learn more: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/issues/environment/waste/index.htm
UN Human Rights – United States of America: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/ENACARegion/Pages/USIndex.aspx
UN Human Rights – Asia-Pacific Region: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Countries/AsiaRegion/Pages/AsiaRegionIndex.aspx
For more information and media inquiries, please contact:
In Washington: Deborah DeYoung (+1 202 454 2107 / ddeyoung@unicwash.org)
In New York: Fred Kirungi (+1 917 367 3431 / kirungi@un.org)

For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts:
Xabier Celaya, UN Human Rights – Media Unit (+ 41 22 917 9383 / xcelaya@ohchr.org)

UN Human Rights, follow us on social media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unitednationshumanrights 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/UNrightswire 
YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/UNOHCHR
Check the Universal Human Rights Index: http://uhri.ohchr.org/en
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